
place before 2038 but we’re happy as a 
board that we have some breathing room. 

 

In other news, a sub committee of water 
access residents, headed by Dave Smith 
has been formed and is currently negoti-
ating with the Town about the garbage 
and parking issue at the Hewitt Street 
dock area. We hope to have a reasona-
ble solution for the residents who are 
directly impacted by the parking challeng-
es at the Hewitt Street dock soon. 

 
The Town of Gravenhurst and the Cham-
ber of Commerce have an exciting line up 
of events for the coming months, be sure 
to see Jonathan Hutcheon's article for the 
details. Also, the Gravenhurst Opera 
House has a brand new website – 
www.gravenhurstoperahouse.com.  Be 
sure to visit their site to view upcoming 
shows.   
 
Finally, our Annual General Meeting is 
scheduled for July 23 2011 at the Grav-
enhurst Senior's Centre starting with a 
meet and great at 9AM and the official 
meeting to start at 9:30AM.  I hope to see 
many of you there and I look 
forward to your input. As a 
preview there will be a 
presentation on water quality, members 
of council in attendance, and an update 
on our website. Please stop in and have 
a coffee with us! 
 
As always if there are any questions or 
concerns please don’t hesitate to contact 
me at 687-8849, via email at 
dwallis3@cogeco.ca or simply stop by my 
dock for a chat! Have a safe and happy 
summer! 
 
Doug Wallis, President 

Welcome to the annual spring/summer 
edition of The Loon's Call. The return of 
the warmer weather and longer days 
makes it a perfect time open up those win-
dows and wake the cottage from its winter 
sleep. It is also a great opportunity to wel-
come back all of our seasonal residents 
and snowbirds. In this edition you will find a 
more relaxed version of the newsletter 
including our yearly membership renewal 
form, have a message about the website, a 
financial update from Dave Friesen, and an 
official invitation to our AGM in July.  

 

First off I want to say that it is my pleasure 
to serve as the president of the GSLRA 
once again and I’m extremely pleased to 
be working with strong group of individuals 
who serve on the Board of Directors. The 
current board is made up of numerous long 
standing members and some new young 
blood and we are as always looking for 
new folks to join our board.  

 

Many of you come from various back-
grounds, professions, and facets of life, 
which could uniquely contribute to our as-
sociation and the many issues we are con-
stantly faced with. So, if you have an ink-
ling to join the board, please get in contact 
with us via email, phone (available on the 
back page), or come and meet us at the 
AGM in July. We would be happy to talk 
about how your many talents can fit in with 
our team! 

 

As you may know the board has been in-
volved in many issues over the past few 
years including the Highway 11 Realign-
ment. Thanks to the input from all of you 
we are pleased to inform you that MTO has 
indicated that they intend to widen the ex-
isting Highway 11 roadway and not go over 
the Gull Lake Narrows or cross Silver 
Lake. The roadwork is not expected to take 

President’s Message by Doug Wallis 

EDITOR’S NOTE  

The GSLRA board of di-
rectors is comprised of 
hardworking individuals 
who want to make a dif-
ference on our lakes. 
People who want to pro-
tect the interests and val-
ues of the people who live 
and play on these beauti-
ful lakes.  

Does this sound like 

you??  

If so, consider joining the 
GSLRA board of direc-
tors! We hold a few meet-
ings a year (typically for 
an hour or so) to discuss 
key issues and always 
have a fresh pot of coffee 
and some tasty treats! 
YUMMY! 

Help us continue to make 
a difference on our lake! 
Please consider getting 
involved. 

Jonathan Hutcheon,  

Communications Chair 
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Members will recall that we had a major level of activity just over a year ago, per-
taining to the potential Great Gulf development at the north end of Gull Lake.  We 
spent close to $10,000 for advice on issues of land development and participation 
in OMB proceedings.  Although the application was eventually withdrawn, we can 
expect that it will re-surface.   
 
More recently, the Board, and many members, were engaged with the Highway 
11 widening and it’s re-routing through the Silver Lake Conservation Area.  In this 
case we were successful in defeating the re-routing proposal, although the widen-
ing (and big curve/Gull Lake crossing) will continue to be of concern. 
 
Your Association has a balance of $11,000 in cash and short-term investments as 
of the end of May.  Your Board considers that this amount is a reasonable reserve 
against potential issues of concern to the Association for the near future.  

Over the last few years improved communication to our members has been on of 
the board’s primary missions. Through improvements in our mailing list, email 
communications, and continuous updates to our web site we are working hard to 
ensure you have the right information about that is happening on our lakes.  
 
In line with this, I will be making some significant design changes to the web site 
to make it more accessible and easier to update. As mentioned in Doug’s article, 
we will also be posting various events of interest from around the community that 
folks may be interest in checking out. There is a lot to do in Muskoka during the 
summer months so I invite you to support the local community and get out and 
have some fun! I will also be adding an archive section to the site which will house 
past newsletters, a media section with various pictures from the lake, and a dedi-
cated environmental section which will cover information about water quality etc. 
The ultimate goal of all these changes is really to deliver a more enjoyable user 
experience for all our members. 
 
I have also been working with Donna McLean our wonderful Membership Chair to 
try to clean up our membership database. After so many years of this association 
being in existence we have various sources of information which may or may not 
be correct. When renewing your membership this year (either through the at-
tached form or at our AGM), please fill out the membership form including your 
email address so we can update our records and ensure you’re receiving all our 
communications.  
 
As always, I really enjoy receiving feedback from all of our members. Please feel 
free to drop me a line via my contact information (located on the left), via email at 
gullsilverlakes@gmail.com, or simply drop by my cottage at 120 Gull Lake (near 
Lily Bay), I’d be happy to sit down and chat with you.  

Financial Update  
by David Friesen, Treasurer & Finance Chair 

Questions? Comments? Want to help out?  

Email us: gullsilverlakes@gmail.com   

Web Site & Communications 
by Jonathan Hutcheon, Communications Chair 

mailto:dwallis3@cogeco.ca
mailto:gullsilverlakes@gmail.com
mailto:frank.archibald@mcmillan.ca
mailto:dcheckla@philosophy.ryerson.ca
mailto:gullsilverlakes@gmail.com
http://www.gull-and-silver-lakes.ca

