
koka Lakes Association (MLA) to per-
form more involved water testing on 
both Gull and Silver Lake. This initiative 
will give us a better overall picture of 
the health of both lakes. If you would 
like to help us as a testing volunteer 
(there is not much involved) please 
contact me directly via email at 
dwallis3@cogeco.ca or by phone at 
(705) 687-8849. 
 
On the Hewitt St. front, I am aware that 
the town asked the district of Muskoka 
to move the garbage bins from the end 
of Hewitt St. to close to Highway 11. 
This was designed to offer more park-
ing at the end of Hewitt St.; however I 
understand that some of our residents 
are not happy with the change. The 
board of directors understands that the 
parking at Hewitt St. has been an on-
going problem and we will continue to 
work with our residents, the town and 
the district to come up with creative 
solutions to make things more manage-
able there. 
 
Finally, I’d like to extend a personal 
invitation to all the residents of our 
lakes to the Annual General Meeting 
which is scheduled for July 21st, 2012 
at the Gravenhurst Seniors Centre. 
An informal meet and greet (including 
coffee and snacks) will start at 9AM 
and the meeting will officially start at 
9:30AM. If you are aware of any of your 
neighbours who are not members 
please extend this invite to them as 
well! 
 
As always if you have any questions, 
concerns, or would like to know how 
you can contribute to the association 
please contact us via email at gullsil-
verlakes@gmail.com  
 
Have a safe and happy summer enjoy-
ing all Muskoka has to offer! 
 
Doug Wallis 
 

 It is with great pleasure that I 
am able to address the membership 
once again as President this year. As 
many of you may know, the spring thaw 
came very early this year and on March 
22nd I was even able to put my aluminum 
boat in the water and go for a ride, the 
earliest in all my years on the lake! The 
feeling of getting back out on our beauti-
ful lakes each summer is something that 
I look forward to every year and I know 
many of our members share the same 
excitement. That being said I would like 
to welcome all of you to our Spring/
Summer newsletter! 
 
Luckily, the issues related to our lakes 
have been reasonably quiet this year 
which has allowed the Board of Directors 
to deal with a couple other matters. The 
Board worked diligently over the winter 
communicating with the town of Graven-
hurst and the Ministry of Transportation 
(MTO) to ensure all the current deck 
drains on the Gull Lake Narrows Bridge 
are redirected to the adjacent shores 
rather than draining directly into the lake. 
This will result in less oil and road salt 
polluting our lakes!  
 
In addition, the company performing the 
construction on the bridge petitioned the 
town to get approval to do the majority of 
the work overnight. Given this would be 
terribly disruptive for our members, the 
association provided comments to the 
town on your behalf stating this was not 
acceptable due to the noise, dust, and 
bright lights which would ruin the tran-
quility that both cottagers and permanent 
residents deserve. The town agreed with 
our concerns and denied their request 
for exemption of the town’s noise by-
laws. Construction on the Gull Lake Nar-
rows Bridge will commence in June. An-
other win for the residents of our lakes! 
 
Staying on the topic of protecting the 
environment on our lakes, I am happy to 
announce that our association has re-
entered into a partnership with the Mus-

President’s Message  by Doug Wallis 

A MESSAGE FROM  

THE MEMBERSHIP  

CHAIR:  

 

Did you forget to send in 
your 2011 membership?  
You are not alone!  But 
no problem, just double 
up and send another $30 
with this year’s member-
ship. Not sure if you did 
or didn’t?  No worries – 
just email me at  don-
na.mclean@rogers.com 
and I will confirm your 
standing.  We really ap-
preciate your continued 
support!  
 
Donna McLean 
Secretary and  
Membership Chair 
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forwarded to the Natural Resources office in Dor-
set for inclusion in their database. The muck was 
returned to the lake. 
 
It was a great experience with the highlights be-
ing: spending time with Carole and Wendy and 
having an educational experience with Delaina – 
a great teacher.  

Benthic Macroinvertebrate Monitoring: 
 

 Aquatic invertebrates (AI) are common indica-
tors to determine and monitor the health or 
condition of lakes and streams. 

 Different species of AI have different sensitivi-
ties to environmental changes such as pollu-
tion or habitat alteration. 

 AI live between 1 and 3 years and are in con-
stant contact with lake sediments. 

 Judgements are made about the condition of 
lakes by comparing samples against refer-
ence samples. Atypical sites warrant further 
study to determine why they are unusual. 

Initial Data Summary: 
 

 Total: 357 insects – highest count for scuds, 
then sowbugs & mites. 1 crayfish was re-
leased  

 Bucket 1: 117 insects from 10 families 
 Bucket 2: 139 insects from 11 families 
 Bucket 3: 101 insects from 11 families 
 
Complete Data is available on the Muskoka Wa-

ter Web under “Biological Monitoring Data” 
http://muskokawaterweb.ca/1/1.1/biological.htm 

This article was submitted to the GSLRA by Pat 
Catleugh. He can be found at the old white cot-
tage with the screened in porch (three cottages 

east of Pinedale Inn).  

Bugs in the Mud by Pat Catleugh 

 One never knows what interesting bits of 
information will come forward at the GSLRA 
AGM. This year, Rebecca Willison (Watershed 
Planning Technician) presented a segment intro-
ducing a study that could be done for Gull Lake, if 
anyone was interested. I was caught. 
 
The result: Carole Simpson and Wendy Hutch-
ings and I spent a lovely day in August counting 
aquatic invertebrates on Carole’s deck. Her hus-
band, Rand, came out periodically to peak in the 
microscope or look over Carol’s shoulder but it 
was we three who had a fun day calling out with 
the enthusiasm of kids that we had found “a 
thing” or “something that everyone had to see”. 
Then we would wait for Delaina, the technician 
assigned to the task, to announce the result. Was 
it a new type of bug or was it just another scud 
that was bigger/ smaller/ bluer/ whiter? I won’t 
mention that Carole celebrated a tiny white root 
as a truly original specimen; she was sure neither 
Wendy nor I had found anything similar. I won’t. 
We had a great time and are looking forward to 
August when we will do the comparison count. 
 
The sample location was in the little bay by The 
Simpson’s (northwest of the big island) since, 
due to the big rocks, there is little disturbance to 
the shore. Rand and Carole paddled Delaina to 
the location where three buckets of muck were 
taken from three different areas focusing on the 
flora at the shore. One had a downed pine tree, 
one lots of vegetation at the shore and one, not 
so much. The locations were mapped for next 
year’s comparison study.  
 
We searched our trays which contained a scoop 
of material from the buckets and removed any-
thing living - which we passed over to Delaina 
using a sucker or tweezers and petrie dishes. De-
laina classified the item and put samples in jars 
which she reviewed later at her office and then 

Questions? Concerns? Want to help? 

Email us: gullsilverlakes@gmail.com 

http://muskokawaterweb.ca/1/1.1/biological.htm
mailto:gullsilverlakes@gmail.com
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Renew your 2012 Membership by Donna McLean 

Don’t forget to check out our website at: 

www.gull-and-silver-lakes.ca.  

 Attached in the Spring/Summer Newsletter is the 2012 Membership Renewal form. If you 
have not paid for your 2012 membership please fill out the form and mail your check to the address 
provided. Please ensure to include your email address so we can keep you up to date! 

We will also be accepting payments via cash or cheque at the Annual General Meeting. However if 
you want to avoid the line up send for form in now!! We need everyone's support and participation to 
make the Association effective in representing all of our interests. Thanks! 

Mess in the Narrows by Jonathan Hutcheon 

 Many of us have travelled through the Gull and Silver lakes narrows and have noticed many 
boats, construction materials and other debris scattered along the shore line. Over the last year or so 
the association has been working with the town to get the mess cleaned up. I have personally noticed 
a significant improvement while travelling through the narrows with the reduction of the number of 
boats and the removal of the booms and netting. Doug Wallis continues to be in discussion with Mike 
Cormier from the town to continue to improve the natural beauty of the narrows. We will be happy to 
provide an update on the situation at the AGM in July.  

Gull Lake Town Dock Update by Jonathan Hutcheon 

 As many cottagers know the town dock located at Gull Lake Park provides a great way for us 
to jump in the boat and head up town without having to get in the car. It also provides parking for dif-
ferent events like Music on the Barge and the Annual Car Show. Over the last few years, the two 
floating slip docks have aged significantly and have become unsafe. The town responded by replac-
ing the furthest slip from shore and eventually (after the association spoke with the town) the other 
was removed. Now we fully appreciate that the town removed the last slip due to the fact that it was 
unsafe, but it has drastically reduced the amount of boat parking at the dock and makes it difficult for 
larger boats to tie up.  
 
 At the General Council Meeting for the various lake associations I approached Geoff Carlton, Man-
ager of Public Works and Operations at the town to ask about what the status was. I subsequently 
emailed him last week to get an official status.  Geoff quickly got back to me and indicated that he 
was waiting for the Manager of Community Services to provide an update but he understands that 
since the dock is heavily used by residents that he will ensure something is done to replace it. The 
association will be happy to provide an update on this issue at the AGM.  
 
As another update related to the town dock, when the slip was replaced the town seemed to have 
forgot to install cleats or a sufficient number of dock rings for people to tie up. We mentioned it to the 
town last year and would like to thank them for being so responsive. Within a couple of weeks the 
new cleats were installed for all to enjoy! 

http://www.gull-and-silver-lakes.ca
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 The GSLRA board of directors is comprised of hardworking individ-
uals who want to make a difference on our lakes. People who want to pro-
tect the interests and values of the people who live and play on our two 
beautiful lakes. 

Does this sound like you??  
If so, consider joining the GSLRA board of directors!  

 
Don’t worry we don't bite! There a number of different areas where you 
can get involved, from contributing to our newsletter, to writing for our web 
site, to helping with issues that affect the lake. There are always a number 
of different issues to sink your teeth into.   
 
We hold a few meetings a year (typically for an hour or so) to discuss key 
issues and always have a fresh pot of coffee and some tasty treats! YUM-
MY!  
 
Help us continue to make a difference on the lake! Please consider getting 
involved. Interested? Contact one of the board members listed on Page 4 
or via email at: gullsilverlakes@gmail.com  

We need You!! by Jonathan Hutcheon 

Gull & Silver Lakes Residents’ Association 

Attend the Annual General Meeting! 

9:00 am, Saturday July 21, 2012 

Gravenhurst Seniors’ Centre, 

480 First St. N. Gravenhurst 
 

Come one, come all to the GSLRA 2012 AGM! We will be gathering 
at 9:00am for coffee and snacks to meet and chat with friends and 
neighbours. The formal meeting will start promptly at 9:30am. Join 
us to hear about and discuss: 

 The environment and water quality of our lakes 

 Financial Update 

 Updates from the town 

 Hewitt Street Parking issues 

 Gull Lake Park Dock Update 

 The board answers your questions 

 The Election of new Board of Directors and President 

Members and non-members alike are all are invited to attend! 
It’s a great chance to find out what’s going on and meet 

your neighbours! 
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